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INTERNET SAfeTy

Reprinred with permission from rhe Narioxal PTA

Bensfits

The Infemet has ceaed coundess new capoftunides for leaming.
Yiou can now read abor virualy any subjsct fom youwr [Eing
rooen, and ieachers am Andng ways ohamess fie povwero’ ha
In‘emet 1o make fer dasTooms more conducive to siudent
[arming

The eemet is a geal ool forsaarching fornew ways 0 nErac
with e ofine wodd. Famlies can use e Inemelio kam mos
DR COPIMAUNETY AcTiddes o 0 um & rainy day into 3 virid Seid
frip.

Rapdy developing sschnology i= making cnline communicadon
eazerand mes mnvenient fian ever. The Imeme makes ifeasy
w0 =ty in touch with =ades and Tiend: acmss fe ounig,
families can uzs the infemet fo share pioiures and ddeos of
growing chiidren o %0 nd e chaapes! arare for grandma's neet
wisit

Risks

namet pradatons seek owl vicime who are [ooking S acap-
tance ard haoking o be heard . You can help peotect wour child
from predatiors by carefully monitdng yoor child's onling acivides
and refatonships and decussing famwith your child. In addidon,
mach your child fo bewary of prowiding par=onal infomaion
onine. Pedodic reviews of what imfomaion abow? wour famiy is
posed on e Web can alko help pravent ofine danger.

Cyberiilsing = 3 growing problem and i just a3 redl and horsid
&= imdidona bulléng. Child=n may have a Zongerreadion o
meaan e-mals and furdul Web pozing han ihar parants may
radlize. F wour child shows waming signs ofbeing bufiad {24g.,
suddenly bacoming witdrawn, suddenfy lesing inferestin fings
e o she used B0 anjoy, being aneious, sad, o moady, orhaeing
Fou e sleaping), don' forget fhat the threal may be coming
fimugh S ompusr.

The Imtemat has fe poenialio creae acybebuly, oo, Whan
communicaing onling, | can be easy B frget hathem 23 red
parzon o $e ohear end, and children may say fings hey would
riever 23y in parson. Becauss you aen ablke 0 accoun? e body
language o sone of wolce in writen messages, onling communk-
caion can d=olend B o uninEndad msundersiandings.
Make sure your child knows and uses proper nedqueta.”

Whatyou can do

Make sure your children fesl comfortable talking fo you
about thedr anline sxpesriences both good and bad . Mever

i aEn D ide away iemed accas 3 a punishment for some-
fing hhat hapoans (imendonaly o nod) o wour childen whils ey
ara oafing. Chances am your children will ust Snd anoter way o
go cnling, and Hhis tme Siey may not el vou ghowd whatlhey are
doing fhera,

Kezp your family's computerin an apen space in a commaon
ro0in. Yokl wean fo b2 ablis o casualy mondor what your chid is
damg. In adddon, having a comeefer facing fe comer of e
oo, of generally aut of sight of ofher people, can make (ha usar

faed more izofated, making himorher mome vuinerabls o onling

A=nE.

Educate yoursalf about what your child is doing online, and
make sure Yo are comiriable using $e programs woar child
uzes. F youdon't undersiand something, ask your child. This can
be 3 great way 0 san @nversaions wih your child.
Pariodicaly review with vour chid his o her liz2 of onling -
s Fyoudon't know someona listed, ask your child about at
RN

Saarch tha Web for information about your family. Usng a
searchengng, periodicaly saarh for your Samily membens”
names on e femet fo 2ee what comes up. Youwanio =&y a
=ep ahead of polerdal pedaiors, and His s one way o nd owt
what pe of infrmation Shey are able 1o aooess aboat yourfam-
iy B wor child = being cybeduliad, fiE = ako one way you
mig: deiect haeul nfiemation aboas your child that i bairg
poziad onling.

Install blocking or monitaring s oftwane on yoer family's com-
periar Thers are many 0ofs awailabia o halp you keap an aye on
what yourchildren are doing onfine. Make sure wour children
now hat you have nstalled the sofware and why you hae
decidad 0 do =0 This may make Sem think wice befora doing
someding orling Hial Sey know = again s your family's nies.
Howevar, don't forget that Fiese are jus! took; wushould abways
upciament ez wols wih honest communication wit yoer
chidmn.

[Establish a Madia Use Confract wifh each child in yourfamily. &
& imporiand hat you have a convarsadon with aach child o =t
mikes and imis hat are aporanviaies Sor him oF er. In your conver-
=afon, be axpdat about how you indand S monitoer your child’s
orling acidies ard what e conzaquancas wil ba ¥ the confrac
& bmben Oncs fe contracs have baan dgned, posl Hem next
o yourfamily's compuier 35 3 reminder.

For more informarion,
VISIT WWW.PTA.ORG.

sperpohild oo voioe.
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